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‘'m confident that the nation’s
vision for excellence will match the
requirements of product design’

part of a long-term initiative, which ‘highlights
the skills of talented designers living in the UAE,
uniting them with regional artisans, to develop
a range of designs based on an aesthetic
that is intrinsically from and for the UAE’.

Latifa Saeed, one of the selected designers,
has been involved in Tashkeel’s programmes since
its inception, and was invited to create a furniture
piece for the Dubai fair - after Sheikha Lateefa
happened to see a photo of a headboard created
by the designer that was posted on her Instagram
account. The artist explains that the design of
her commissioned piece, titled ‘Pleated Chair’,
grew out of her quest for the perfect headboard.

‘Unable to find one that was comfortable and
child-friendly, I created my own. After a process
of experimentation, | reimagined the classic
buttoned headboard, and developed the technique
of braiding linen cushion tubes and gathering
them into clusters to create an undulating padded
surface of an organic pattern, says Saeced, who
holds a bachelor’s degree in arts and sciences from
the Dubai-based Zayed University.

Another artist participating in DDD with a
Tashkeel commission is Zeinab Al Hashemi,
who specialises in conceptual art and site-specific
installations. Al Hashemi will be using her
knowledge of contemporary techniques for her
project titled ‘Sa’nam’. The piece will be
‘a malleable and multifunctional sand carpet,
made up of geometric shapes filled with sand and
stitched out of camel leather’. It will be a portable
type of seating for both outdoor and indoor use.
The third project, titled ‘Murmur’ is a
conceptual piece by Salem Al Mansoori - an
interdisciplinary designer with a background in
computational engineering. Made from polyamide
and acrylic, it is a collection of synthesised
objects, designed, says Al Mansoori, to inspire
dialogue and create an ambience of warmth.
Tashkeel’s collaboration with DDD is its first
commercial venture, with works created under
the project being solely available through the arts
centre. Cyril Zammit, director of DDD, is pleased
to see such an initiative supporting the role of the
UAE as a producer, rather than just a buyer.»
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